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DAYLIGHT SAVING AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [4.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Daylight Saving Amendment Bill 2007 seeks to amend the Daylight Saving Act 2006 to bring forward a 
referendum asking whether daylight saving should be introduced on a permanent basis in Western Australia.  
The bill proposes that a referendum be held this year, instead of in 2009, as proposed by the act.  The intent of 
this bill is to allow Western Australians to vote on this issue now, instead of after a three-year trial.  The bill 
therefore amends the Daylight Saving Act 2006 to delete references to trial periods of daylight saving for the 
summers of 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09.  It also deletes reference to a referendum planned for between 
10 May 2009 and 13 September 2009, and brings the date of the said referendum forward to 20 October 2007.  
The prescribed referendum question is subsequently changed to ask whether daylight saving should be 
introduced each summer, starting from the last Sunday in October 2007.   

This issue has generated much media coverage and intense public debate over the past three months.  While 
daylight saving is deeply unpopular in many parts of regional Western Australia, and has been for some time, I 
have found that it is also unpopular with many metropolitan residents.  My electorate office in Merredin and my 
office at Parliament House have been inundated with phone calls and written correspondence about daylight 
saving.  People object not only to daylight saving, but also to the way in which the current trial was introduced 
into Parliament, with no consultation and following three previous negative referendum results.   

At the first daylight saving referendum held in Western Australia on 8 March 1975, voters were asked, “Are you 
in favour of the standard time in the state being advanced on hour from the last Sunday in October in each year 
until the first Sunday in March next following?”  The proposal to make daylight saving permanent after a trial 
period was rejected, with the yes vote representing 46 per cent of the total compared with the 53 per cent who 
voted no.  A second daylight saving referendum was held on 7 April 1984 posing a similar question and the 
proposal to make daylight saving permanent was again rejected.  At a third referendum on 4 April 1992 the 
proposal was also rejected. 

In February this year, members of the Nationals WA presented to this house petitions containing more that 
24 000 signatures, from both metropolitan and regional residents, calling for an early referendum on this issue.  
Those signatures now total over 40 000.  A measure of the passion that constituents feel for this issue is 
demonstrated by the fact that many were prepared to travel hundreds of kilometres to hand over the bulk of these 
petitions.  These recent petitions, as well as telephone calls to my office, letters to the editor in the major 
newspapers and talkback radio commentary show that this is an issue that demands resolution before the  
2007-08 trial begins. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr E.S. Ripper (Deputy Premier). 
 


